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SUBJECT: PRESS REACTION TO KNESSET DEBATE ON PEACE PLAN 
REF: TEL AVIV 11194 

SUMMARY: A CONSENSUS IS DEVELOPING, AS REFLECTED IN THE 
PRESS COMMENT ON LAST NIGHT S DEBATE, THAT ISRAEL CAN 
MAKE NO FURTHER CONCESSION. WIDESPREAD RESERVATIONS 
AMONG KNESSET MEMBERS ABOUT CERTAIN ASPECTS OF THE BEGIN 
PROPOSALS CONCERNING BOTH SINAI AND THE WEST BANK/GAZA 
WERE NOT REFLECTED IN THE KNESSET VOTE WHICH INDICATES 
SUPPORT FOR CONTINUED NEGOTIATIONS. THE CONFUSION AND 
AMBIVALENCE WITHIN AND ACROSS PARTIES MAY MARK THE BE- 
B INNING OF A NATIONAL DEBATE. THE HIGH NUMBER OF ABSTENTIONS 
WAS THE MOST SIGNIGICANT ASPECT OF THE KNESSET VOTE. 
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BEGIN SEEMS UNCONCERNED WITH RIGHT WING OPPOSITION, 

WHILE THE CONTRAST OF HIS STYLE OF PRESENTATION WITH 
THAT OF DAYAN IS WIDELY NOTED. THE KNESSET IS LAUDED 
ON ITS "GREAT DAY." END SUMMARY 

1 . THERE IS A PERVASIVE FEELING, AS REFLECTED IN THE 
PRESS, THAT THE PEACE PROPOSALS REPRESENT THE ULTIMATE 
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IN ISRAELI CONCESSIONS. MISGIVINGS-EXPRESSED IN SPEECHES 
AND A LARGE NUMBER OF ABSTENTIONS— AND THE INCREASINGLY 
CLEAR FOCUS OF CRITICISM ARE SEEN AS A "WARNING SIGNAL" 
(MAARIV ) TO BOTH BEGIN AND SADAT THAT FURTHER EROSION 
OF THE ISRAELI POSITION IS INTOLERABLE. THUS. 

HAARETZ EDITORIALIZES: "BEGIN, DAYAN AND WEIZMAN CAN 
INTERPRET THE RESULTS OF THE KNESSET DEBATES AS PROFF 
THAT THE ISRAELI LEGISLATURE WILL REFUSE TO APPROVE 
ADDITIONAL CONCESSIONS," EVEN AS IT SIGNALS ITS READINESS 
TO CONTINUE THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS. CRITICISM CENTERS 
BOTH ON THE SUBSTANCE AND THE NEGOTIATING STANCE RELATING 
TO SINAI AND ON THE RISK OF AN EVOLVING PALESTINIAN 
STATEHOOD INHERENT IN THE AUTONOMY PROPOSAL. INITIALLY 
EXPRESSED IN DAVAR, THESE CONCERNS ARE BECOMING SO 
CLEARLY AND WIDELY ARTICULATED THAT THEY APPEAR TO 
CONSTITUTE A CONSENSUS PRESS REACTION. IN THIS CONTEXT 
KNESSET ACCEPTANCE OF THE PROPOSALS IS VIEWED MORE AS 
AN "EXPRESSION OF TRUST IN MR. BEGIN'S LEADERSHIP" 

(JERUSALEM POST) AND SUPPORT FOR THE PRINCIPLE OF 
CONTINUED NEGOTIATIONS, THAN AS APPROVAL OF THE PLAN 
IN ALL ITS SPECIFICS. 

2. THE LARGE NUMBER OF ABSTENTIONS IS SEEN AS THE MOST 
SIGNIGICANT ASPECT OF THE KNESSET VOTE, REFLECTING AS 

IT DOES THE AMBIVALENCE AND SOUL-SEARCHING WITH WHICH 
THE PLAN HAD BEEN GREETED BY KNESSET MEMBERS, THE PRESS, 
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AND THE PUBLIC AT LARGE. BOTH HAARETS AND MAARIV POINT 
OUT THAT THE CONFUSION OF IDEOLOGICAL, ORGANIZATIONAL, 

AND PERSONAL LOYALTIES BOTH IN THE MINDS OF INDIVIDUAL 
MEMBERS, AND ACROSS THE KNESSET AS A WHOLE, REDUCES THE 
MEANINGFULNESS OF THE CUMULATIVE TALLY. THIS IS PARTICULARLY 
TRUE OF THE ALIGNMENT, WHERE THE UNANIMITY OF ABSTENTIONS 
VEILED A WHOLE GAMUT OF CONFLICTING VIEWS. COMMENTATORS 
APPEAR TO BE SAYING THAT POSITIONS ARE NOT YET FINAL 
AND THAT THE NATIONAL DEBATE HAS ONLY JUST BEGUN. 

3. OTHER POINTS NOTED IN THE PRESS: THE RUMORED RIFT 
BETWEEN DAYAN AND BEGIN WAS UNEXPECTEDLY HIGHLIGHTED 
DURING THE COURSE OF THE DEBATE (SEPTEL). THE CONTRAST 
BETWEEN BEGIN'S UPBEAT TONE AND DAYAN'S STRESS ON THE 
DIFFICULTIES THAT LIE AHEAD AND, MORE STRIKINGLY, DAYAN'S 
ABRASIVE DESCRIPTION OF AN ACTIVE IDF ROLE IN THE 
AUTONOMOUS AREAS RECEIVED WIDE COVERAGE IN THE MEDIA. 

ALSO, RELAXATION OF PARTY DISCIPLINE ON A SUPREMELY 
POLITICAL QUESTION WAS REGARDED A HIGHLY UNUSUAL AND 
INDICATES THE SENSE OF THE HISTORICAL MOMENT. FINALLY, 

THE PRESS UNANIMOUSLY LAUDED THE KNESSET ON "ONE OF 
ITS GREATEST DAYS (MAARIV) FOR ITS SERIOUSNESS OF 
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PURPOSE IN FULFILLING ITS DELIBERATIVE FUNCTION. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT BEGIN DID NOT 
ATTEMPT IN ANY WAY TO APPEASE THE RIGHT. INSTEAD, 

HE LAUNCHED INTO A SPIRITED COUNTERATTACK LEAVING THE 
IMPRESSION THAT HE IS LITTLE CONCERNED WITH POSSIBLE 
EROSION OF SUPPORT WITHIN HIS OWN PARTY. 

LEWIS 
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